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The 

 

Lenten Study Focus:  Prayer 
 

Wednesday Evening Adult Bible Study 
 

March 12 - April 9 
 

Based on Richard Foster’s book, Prayer – Finding the Heart’s True Home, this class will explore some of the less 
common components of prayer – aspects that help us move towards personal transformation, intimacy with God, 
and ministry to others.  We are excited to have an all-star line-up teaching this session:  Powell Osteen,  
Doug Stewart, Syd Stewart, Bruce and Carol MacPhail, and Dan and Cammie Armstrong. 
 

There is no charge for the class, but we do ask that you pre-register so we have enough space for everyone to sit!  
Also, we will offer a meal each week, but again, we ask you to sign-up so we have enough food and are good   
stewards for our caterer.  Sign-up forms are available online at www.connect2garber.com, in the church office,  
the Narthex, or at the Info Center of Morris Hall. 

 
 

Also Available on Wednesday nights: 
 

ACCESS CLASS led by Matthew Atha 
 

March 12 - April 9 
 

 Rediscover what church is about.  These classes are offered for all seeking to become members, yet attending  
ACCESS does not commit you to membership.  ACCESS offers an opportunity to learn more about:  the Mission 
and Ministry of Garber, key Methodist beliefs, the structure of Garber and The United Methodist Church,                  
opportunities for service, opportunities for growing in a small group, and spiritual gifts.  Classes will be held 
Wednesdays:  March 12, 19, 26 and April 2, 9 from 5:45pm - 7pm in Ministry Center Room 222.  Please sign up f 
by emailing Pastor Matthew Atha at: matha@garberumc.com or calling the church office at 252-637-4022. 

1/168. If that is your spiritual ratio, you are unlikely to live the abundant life that Jesus promised.  Small groups 
and mission outreach help change that ratio.  So, too, does Sunday School, devotional Bible reading, listening to 
Christian music.  What is this figure? 1/168 means One (1) hour in Christian community during worship out of 168 
hours in a week.  It takes 40/168 to earn a living; 49/168 to get your rest; 15/168 (more if you add preparation) to 
feed your body; 7/168 to groom; and more than 1/168 to cultivate a vital spiritual relationship with Jesus Christ.   
In keeping this Lenten season, try increasing your ratio for love of Jesus Christ. 
 

David 
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“It is not that God's help and presence must still be proved in our life; rather God's presence and help HAVE 
BEEN demonstrated for us in the life of Jesus Christ. It is in fact more important for us to know what God did 
to Israel, in God's Son Jesus Christ, than to discover what God intends for us today. The fact that Jesus 
Christ died is more important than the fact that I will die. And the fact that Jesus Christ was raised from the 
dead is the sole ground of my hope that I, too, will be raised on the day of judgment”  ― Dietrich Bonhoeffer  

 

Isn’t it amazing??  

God has REVEALED Himself – past tense – through the incarnation, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ.  

HE HAS!  

 

(And, yes, He STILL REVEALS Himself… and it is SO IMPORTANT to actively SEEK the Lord. We should 
seek to live each and every millisecond in loving relationship with the living God who made us and who 
saved us. We must, we must, we must nurture a constant and abiding marriage to the One Who Is. For He 
IS present.) 

 

but… 

if there are times that God seems silent 

if there are times it feels hope is distant 

in times of doubt 

…do not be dismayed 

 

He ALREADY HAS shown Himself.  

He ALREADY HAS proven Himself.  

and we need not wait for Him to show His great love for us…because the truth is 

 

HE ALREADY HAS… 

in Christ Jesus 

 

and nothing can change that… nothing 

 

For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor 
powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 
God in Christ Jesus our Lord. - Romans 8:38-39 

 

- MATT JOHNSON 

Our library, on the third floor of the Ministry Center, is still growing.  
Please look over our fine collection of books and bring your children 
and grandchildren to enjoy the beautiful books we’ve put in the   
children’s area.  We would like to see the books circulate and know 

that our congregation is enjoying them!   Coleen Brock 
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Garber United Methodist Women Give Thanks 
 

1 Chronicles 16:34 (RSV) 
 

O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever! 
 

 It was a cold and blustery winter day in January, yet the inside was warm with well wishes 

as the UMW greeted members and guests at our UMW General Meeting on January 23
rd

.  The     

Garber United Methodist women would like to express our gratitude to everyone who attended 

this lovely brunch and brought magnificent dishes to share.  The tables were laden with the Lord’s 

bounty of sweet and savory dishes. 

 After the meal we were blessed to hear Heidi Gutierrez share the story of her life and what 

the Lord has done for her and her family.  What a joy it is to hear how the Lord blesses people on 

their journey.  Then, to complete this great morning, Matt Johnson and Carolyn Shaffer led us in 

the singing of the beautiful Gaither hymn – I Could Never Outlove the Lord. 
 

THANK YOU ALL SO VERY MUCH AND TO THE GARBER STAFF FOR THEIR HELP  

IN MAKING THIS SUCH A MEANINGFUL MORNING! 

District Day of Celebration—Power Connection 
 

March 2, 2014 from 3-5 pm 
A Great Day of Celebration of our District’s  

“POWER CONNECTION” 
Covenant United Methodist Church, Greenville, NC 

Financial Peace University 
 

Garber will be sponsoring a “Financial Peace University” class starting on Sunday evening  
March 23, 2014 at 7pm. This is a 9 week series of classes focused on developing 
the tools to get your financial house in order, on heading down the path to        
become debt free and on handling money in God’s ways.  The cost is $109.00   
for the class materials. If you are interested, please contact Lee Miller (252)   
670-9618 or Mary Coleman in the church office before March 9, 2014 so we can    
order the memberships and materials. 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS! 

REMEMBER TO TURN YOUR CLOCKS BACK  

BEFORE GOING TO BED ON SATURDAY, MARCH 8! 
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The Stephen Minister I Never Had 
 

 A tattered angel is propped on my desk, crafted from a large tropical leaf, now brown and dried, with a halo 
of tarnished tinsel around its head and clutching a small bouquet of flowers.  It is not a thing of artistic beauty – I 
made it, and I am not good at crafts.  However its presence brings comfort…and a reminder. I made this angel the 
day that I finally started to grieve the passing of my mother, six weeks after her death.   
 

 During the week when my mother lay dying, I was surrounded by attentive friends and colleagues who      
visited or phoned to offer support, friendship, and then condolences.  My former pastor was wonderful and helped 
me deal with some painful end-of-life issues.  I prayed constantly for peace and comfort for my mother and our   
family; I prayed for guidance on making decisions that I didn’t want to make.  God heard my prayers and took the 
decision out of my hands – for which I give thanks and praise to this day.  With the help of prayer (and a lot of      
caffeine), I made it through that week, through two memorial services, through packing up her belongings in her 
room at an assisted living facility.  I spoke at the memorial service in my home town in Maine; I visited with people I 
had not seen in years.  I finished paper work, and all the details surrounding a life no longer here.  I was strong; I 
was in charge…or so I thought. 
 

 And then six weeks of nothing – no grieving, no joy, no interest in life or job, no focus.  I was literally  walking 
into walls.  I was still reliving the last week of my mother’s life and, funny thing, all my friends who had supported me 
during the crisis didn’t want to hear about it anymore.  Our church had a Stephen Ministry program, but, for        
whatever reason, my former pastor never assigned me a Stephen Minister.  I was strong; perhaps he thought that I 
didn’t need one.  So I was alone.  Six weeks after her death, we visited our best friends in Florida.  Through their 
attentive caring and love, I broke down and cried for hours, the beginning of grieving and of healing.  And that       
Advent, I made an angel to comfort and remind me that my mother was among the angels and saints in heaven.  
The angel is also a symbolic reminder that it is really tough to go it alone, to pre-
tend to be strong.  The angel that I really needed then was a Stephen Minister, 
someone to listen to my story again and again. And that is why I became a 
Stephen Minister. Because I know, personally, how important it is to listen to 
someone’s  story - again and again.  I wanted to be the Stephen Minister that I 
never had.     Marty Power 

Mosaic News  (MOtivated Seniors Active in Christ!) 
 

February was filled with snowy days causing Garber MOSAIC “game day” to be cancelled. 
We will save the Fun and Games for another time.  
 

Our MOSAIC group is an active group with many opportunities to share our gifts and   
talents with young and old alike. Thanks to all who are demonstrating every day their love 

for our LORD and sharing in a variety of ways with others.  COME out and join in the FUN! 
 

March plans are in the works, and we hope that Garber seniors (60 and older) will join us for these            
upcoming events:  
 

March 6 (Thurs.):  MOSAIC Trip to Aurora Fossil Museum.  We will leave the Ministry Center parking lot 
around 9:30 to visit the Fossil Museum/Learning Center, Mineral Fossil Gallery, Diggers Gift Shop and enjoy 
a picnic lunch before returning to Garber around 3:30.  * It is important that you reserve your bus seat as 

soon as possible. 
 

March 24 MOSAIC Luncheon: 12:00 noon in Room 123 of Garber Ministry Center.  Jim Oldham from Wild 
Birds Unlimited will be our presenter.  His topic will focus on “Blue Birds”.  Join us for a delicious lunch,     
informative program, and fellowship with Christian friends. 
 

Be sure to call the church office; 637-4022 or email swebb@garberumc.com to reserve your spot for these 
two events. 
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40 Days That Make A 

Lifelong Difference to Hungry Families 

Around the World 
 

Let’s finish the ARK for Lent! 

 The Mission Committee is excited to announce that we are more than half way to our goal of 
one full ARK of animals – which will be a total of $5000.  Currently, we are only $1716 short of 
that goal!  And to make it even more exciting, you may remember that we have a donor who is so 
graciously matching our ARK with another ARK of animals!  Great incentive to get ‘er done! 
 The ARK Project allows persons or classes to purchase animals that will be sent around the 
world to multiply and improve lives.  These animals are healthy hearty animals, in pairs, that give a 
family the ability to grow their stock, reap the benefits of the animals, and pass on the offspring 
to other families in their village or community so that they might begin the process again.      
Changing the world two by two! 
 Our goal was to complete the ARK in one year – and that will be Easter Sunday 2014.  If you 
would like to make a donation to the ARK in general, buy an animal, (or do either in honor/memory 
of someone) please check out the flyers in the Narthex or the Foyer of Morris Hall, call the 
church office, or look online at www.connect2garber.com to see how you can help.  You may have 
your picture (or your class’s picture) taken with the ARK.  When the ARK is complete, a detailed 
listing of all the donors will be published.  Questions?  Call Mary Coleman at 637-4022 or email 
mcoleman@garberumc.com OR ask any Mission Committee member. 

March plans are in the works, and we hope that Garber seniors (60 and older) will join us for these            

Backpack Blessings!Backpack Blessings!Backpack Blessings!Backpack Blessings!    
    

On February 21 and 22, Morris Hall was filled with over  

300 volunteers who spent the weekend packing 

food bags for kids who might not have enough food to eat  

on the weekends. 
 

6,135 food bags were filled (409 bins, over 67,000 items!)    

and have been sent on their way to all of the  

Craven County elementary schools to be distributed to  

kids who need them. 
 

THANKS to all the Garber folks who came out to support this  

project!  SPECIAL THANKS to Roy Burris, Anne Moody,  

Bob Prather, Lee Miller, Cathy and David Howell and Laura Wilkins 

who helped with deliveries to the schools!   

Because hunger doesn’t take the weekend offBecause hunger doesn’t take the weekend offBecause hunger doesn’t take the weekend offBecause hunger doesn’t take the weekend off    
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From the Pastor: 
 

Zaccheus was a wee little man; 
A wee little man was he. 
He climbed up in the sycamore tree; 
For the Lord he wanted to see. . . 
 

Thus the song relates the story of one man’s conversion.  What a conversion it was!  Before Jesus had made it to his 
house for dinner, Zaccheus had repented of his greedy and crooked behavior, and he promised reform.  "Behold, 
Lord, half of my possessions I will give to the poor, and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will give back four 
times as much."  (Luke 19:8)    
 

As important as these are, the point of the story is not Zaccheus’ new found regard for the poor nor his sudden       
devotion to honesty.  Jesus himself established the point when He drew attention to the lost being saved.  He said, 
"Today salvation has come to this house, because he, too, is a son of Abraham.  For the Son of Man has come to 
seek and to save that which was lost."  (Luke 19:9, 10; emphasis mine.)  Jesus believed that persons were lost and 
in genuine need of being saved.  Therefore, His ministry was one of intentional seeking. 
 

That ministry continues through the Church of Jesus Christ.  The Church continues Jesus’ ministry in the world.  That 
being true, we ought also to be seeking the salvation of those who are lost.  As Jesus was intentional, so ought we to 
be.  As Jesus proclaimed the Gospel of the Kingdom, so ought we.  As Jesus actively seeks, so should the Church 
that bears his name. 
 

John Wesley taught us in “The General Rules” to avoid evil and to do good.  In doing good, he taught us to do good 
to persons’ bodies and to their souls. (Emphasis mine.)  No one can fault Methodism for doing good to and for the 
bodies of others.  We tutor in reading; we send school and medical kits to poorer countries; we respond in disaster 
and stay well beyond every other denomination; we build houses, feed the hungry, give shelter to the homeless, offer 
clinics, and so much more.  All of this we should do, and do even more.  However, have we forgotten the souls of 
others?  When we do remember, we are often passive hoping that the other good we do will somehow be enough, or 
that our church signs will attract persons to our services. Rarely do we confidently invite persons to faith in Jesus 
Christ and life of discipleship within the Body of Christ. 
 

The modern United Methodist Christian might overlook Zaccheus since he has ample housing, plenty of food, and 
the ability to read.  Yet he attracted Jesus’ attention.  Why?  Because he was lost.  His soul was not right with God.  
He needed the Savior, and it is still our belief that everyone needs the Savior, that he died not just for our sin, “but 
also for the sins of the whole world.”  (1 John 2:2) 
 

Craven County is filled with men and women, children and youth who like Zaccheus need “salvation [to come] to 
[their] house.”  Some of these are white. Some are African American.  Some are Latino. Some are poor. Some are 
middle class.  Others are rich.  All need Jesus to come to their house.  To you and me, because we are disciples, is 
given the mission to continue Jesus ministry of seeking the lost. 
 

How might you begin?  One might begin with prayer.  Are you a tutor? Pray with your student.  Do you visit friends in 
the hospital?  Offer to pray with them before you leave.  Do you have a regular lunch group? Try praying before the 
meal, if not as a group, then privately.  Do you see an ambulance? Invite those with you to let you lead in prayer for 
the person and family in crisis and for those assisting.  Many of us learned to pray as children.  We can continue to 
pray as adults who continue the work of Jesus in our time. 
 

Blessings, David 

 

Connect Sunday 
 

is an opportunity for visitors to meet the church staff, church leadership, and meet other guests during a       
continental breakfast.  Our next Connection Sunday is Sunday, March 30 at 9:30 a.m. in the Ministry Center 
Room 123 (Ministry Center campus).  Reservations are needed and can be made by emailing Beth Hicks at 
bhicks@garberumc.com or calling the church office at 252-637-4022. 
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Kids In Christ Kids In Christ Kids In Christ Kids In Christ     

Session 4Session 4Session 4Session 4    

March 12th March 12th March 12th March 12th ---- April 9th  April 9th  April 9th  April 9th     
    

 Join us Wednesday nights for our last session 
this school year of Kids In Christ!   

 
 

During this session, we will look in depth into prayer. 
 

Our preschool and young elementary students will learn 
that they can talk to God, that God hears their prayers, 

and they will learn what it means to praise and  
worship God through prayer. 

 

Our older elementary students will work through the  
questions, "Why Pray?,” and “How Should I Pray?,” as 

well as discuss the purpose of prayer.   
 

Registration forms can be found on the Garber website, 
www.connect2garber.com. 

 

Click on “Children’s Ministry” and then on “Kids In Christ” 

 

    

        

Save the Date!Save the Date!Save the Date!Save the Date!    

July 7th July 7th July 7th July 7th ---- 11th, 2014 11th, 2014 11th, 2014 11th, 2014    

9:00 9:00 9:00 9:00 ---- 12:00 noon 12:00 noon 12:00 noon 12:00 noon    
 

Join us as we learn important Bible truths in super fun 

ways...water wars, scavenger hunt, slip and slide,  

summer picnic, and more!!! 
 

Registration forms and more information will be available on Registration forms and more information will be available on Registration forms and more information will be available on Registration forms and more information will be available on 

the Garber website, www.connect2garber.com, in April.the Garber website, www.connect2garber.com, in April.the Garber website, www.connect2garber.com, in April.the Garber website, www.connect2garber.com, in April.    

Look What’s Happening in Children’s Ministry!!  

VBS 2014 

Save the Date!! 

July 7th - 11th, 2014 

9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon 
 

Registration forms and more  

information will be available on the  

Garber website, 

www.connect2garber.com, in April.  
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PLACE   LABEL    HERE    

 

Garber United Methodist Church 

4201 Country Club Rd 
New Bern, NC   28562 

Phone:  252-637-4022 
Fax: 252-637-7853 
www.connect2garber.com 

 

Don’t Forget! 
Chili Fellowship Dinner 

Tuesday, March 4 
6:00 p.m.  Morris Hall 

Join your church family for fellowship,  

a great dinner of  

chili, cornbread, beverages, and  

desserts prepared by your Garber Staff! 

PLEASE NOTE:  From this edition forward, the Garber Newsletter will be mailed to 
every home on our roster, including those homes who have previously received the     

newsletter via email/internet.  It is our belief that most folks read the newsletter more   
consistently when they receive it via US mail and have a hard copy in their hands.             

It is important to us that you read it and stay connected to our ministries,  
programming, and worship experiences! 

If you prefer to receive the newsletter via email/internet, please email Beth Hicks at 
bhicks@garberumc.com to request this service.  Either way, the Garber Newsletter will 

always be available online at our website.  Thanks for your help! 


